FAQ’S

Keith R. Manz, P.E.

Welcome to the Town of Wilton.
We are proud to welcome you as a member of
onr growing community.

The Town Engineer is responsible for
reviewing commercial and residential
subdivision projects for the Planning
Board, as well as inspecting the con-
struction of these projects in the field.
The Town Engineer oversees the Engi-
neering & Building Departments. While
the Building Department inspects the
construction of the actual houses/
buildings, the Town Engineer inspects
the commercial sites and the pavement/
drainage portion of subdivision Town
roads. The Engineer also manages and
coordinates special public works and
engineering related projects as directed
by the Town Board. Technical engineer-
ing advice is also provided to the vari-
ous master plan/rezoning committees
created by the Town Board.

Who do | contact if | have a problem with
the road or drainage in my neighbor-
hood?

e Initially, call the Highway Depart-
ment 584-4588. The Highway Su-
perintendent will request the Engi-
neer for technical assistance after
an assessment of the situation.

I have a question related to the water or
sewer service in the Town. Who do | con-
tact?

e Please contact Wilton Water and
Sewer Authority at 581-8626.
WWSA is an independent Authority
from the Town of Wilton. WWSA
owns and operates the Town water
supply system and a portion of the
sewer system.

Why is my basement flooded?

e The rise in the water table has
caused some basements to flood.
For a more detailed explanation,
please visit the Engineer Page on
the Wilton Web at
www.townofwilton.com.

How wide is the Town Right of Way on
Town Roads?

e The majority of town roads have a
60’ Right of Way, however, please
call the Highway Department for
your specific road.

Can anything be placed or planted in a
drainage easement?

e No. The Town may need access to
service those areas and will need to
disrupt anything placed there.
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GEOLOGISTS & WATER SUPPLY CONSU

“Wet Basements - Who’s at Fault?”

Hanson Van Vleet, LLC has been asked by the Town of Wilton to provide information to the
Town residents regarding the high water table conditions that have been impacting resident’s
bascments throughout the Town. Hanson Van Vieet, LLC is a geologic and hydrogceologic
consulting firm, spccializing in groundwater and water supply scrvices, including; dewatering,
groundwater supply, groundwater resource exploration and development, aquifer evaluations,
water well design and construction and well field management services. We have extensive
experience in the geology and hydrogeology of eastern New York State and specifically the
Town of Wilton.

Over 40 residents of the Town of Wilton have been dealing with wet and flooded basements
in recent weeks. In many cases residents have lived in their homes for years, (10, 20 or more
years) and never experienced wet or water in their basements and/or at least never
experienced water in their basements to the extent they have this spring. T.et’s just say you
are not alone, many residents of Saratoga County and the entire northeast are experiencing the
same issue, but why?

The inter-relationship ol the  geology, hydrogeology and  weather  (predominately
precipitation) arc the primary causcs of thesc issucs. The majority of the Town of Wilton
overlies an unconsolidated formation made up of sand overlying clay that was deposited in a
huge lake; referred to as Lake Albany, during the melting of'the glacier during the last ice age.
In some areas the sand was reworked by winds into sand dunes after the lake receded. The
upper most part of this formation is generally sand., which overlies a thick deposit of clay.
The depth to the clay deposit varies widely throughout the Town of Wilton. Drilling data
shows the depth to the clay deposit ranging [rom as shallow as 35-[cect Lo as deep as 100-[ect,
but it may have greater variations in other areas of the T'own.

An unconfined or what is referred to as a water table aquifer is present within the
unconsolidated sands underling most of the Town of Wilton. This type of aquifer is basically
groundwater within the spaces in the sand formation sitting on top of the clay deposits. The
clay deposits prevent the groundwater from moving any deeper into the underlying formation.
The groundwater within the aquifer moves slowly from areas of higher topography toward
areas of lower topography. ‘The aquiter is recharged primarily by precipitation falling on the
ground surface and infiltrating into the ground. Under normal conditions the recharge to an
aquifer is generally in equilibrium with the discharge of an aquifer. However, under certain
conditions, such as higher than normal precipitation, the recharge to an aquifer can exceed the
discharge of the aquifer, the result being an increase in the elevation of the water table.

Historical precipitation data collected from the Glens Falls Airport and Glens Falls Farm, Soil
Conservation Service site (the nearest continuous recording stations) was obtained from the
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Northeast Regional Climatic Center. ‘LThe last 26 years of data (since August 1980) was
reviewed to determine scasonal and annual trends that could have an impact or influcnee on
groundwater levels. Amnnualized averages trom August through July were reviewed along
with monthly averages. The monthly and annual total precipitation is shown on the included
table. The average annual precipitation over the last 26 years is 38.73 inches, including the
current year. Excluding the August 2005 through July 2006 annualized data; the precipitation
has ranged from a low of 27.69 inches in 1980-81, to a high of 48.97 inches in 1981-82. The
total precipitation from August 1, 2005 through July 31, 2006 was 61.21 inches. 'lhe past
year has seen unprecedented precipitation rates, 58 %o higher than the average, and 25 % more
than the highest precipitation recorded over the past 26 years. Currently from August 1, 2006
through April 22, 2007 the total precipitation is 40.81 inches, which alrcady cxceeds the
average annual precipitation over the past 26 years. High precipitation rates over the past
yvear and a half have resulted in water table levels that are well above normal. The high
precipitation rates during the spring of 2007 along with rapid snow melt have exacerbated the
problems associated with the already elevated water table.

1listorical water level data collected from wells within the T'own of Wilton indicates the depth
Lo groundwalter (the walter table) is generally 8 to 15-feet below the ground surlace in those
areas monitored. The high precipitation recorded over the prior year and the recent
precipitation and snow melt during the spring of 2007 have scriously impacted the water table
within the Town of Wilton. Documented water level data collected from two wells in the
Jones Road area have shown a significant increase in the water table elevation over the past
year. The water table rose almost 3-feet in well # 1 from March 2, 2006 to April 10, 2007.
Well # 1 had a depth to water of &.1-feet helow grade on March 2, 2006 and a depth to water
of 5.2 fcet below grade on April 10, 2007. A risc in the water table of almost 3-feet is
significant and sufficient to impact basements that are typically dry. The other well in the
Jones Road arca rosce 2.3 [eel [rom March 2006 to April 10, 2007. Again, a risc of 2.3 [cet
could be significant enough to impact a basement that has never had water issues in the past.

In summary, we are currently dealing with what may be unprecedented historical high water
table levels cause by high precipitation rates over the past year. The lack ol a deep [rost over
the winter of 2007 may also have influenced a more rapid infiltration of precipitation and
snow melt. Whether this can be attributed to global warming or just a natural cycle we don’t
really know. What we do know is that the water table elevation in many areas of the Town of
Wilton is higher that ever recorded through no fault of anyone except nature.

If you have any questions specilic to the clevated walter table within the Town of Wilton you
may contact us at (518) 371-7940.




